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Kaiser, which, I know, from the words of M. Witte, to be
of no avail whatever."

When these cries of despair reached the President he
made a final effort to force an agreement. Direct to the
Kaiser he sent this message, at the same time sending a
copy of it to the Mikado:

"Peace can be obtained on the following terms: Eussia
to pay no indemnity whatever and to receive back north
half of Saghalien, for which it is to pay to Japan whatever
amount a mixed commission may determine. This is my
proposition, to which the Japanese have assented reluc-
tantly and only under strong pressure from me. The plan
is for each of the contending parties to name an equal
number of members of the commission and for the commis-
sioners to name the odd member. The Japanese assert that
Witte has in principle agreed that Eussia should pay some-
thing to get back the north half of Saghalien and indeed
he intimated to me that they might buy it back at a reason-
able figure, something on the scale of that for which Alaska
was sold to the United States.

" These terms, which strike me as extremely moderate, I
have not presented in this form to the Eussian Emperor.
I feel that you have more influence with him than either
I or any one else can have. As this situation is exceedingly
strained and the relations between the plenipotentiaries
critical to a degree immediate action is necessary. Can
you not take the initiative by presenting these terms at
once to him? Your success in the matter will make the
entire civilized world your debtor. This proposition vir-
tually relegates all the unsettled issues of the war to the
arbitration of a mixed commission as outlined above, and
I am unable to see how Eussia can refuse your request if
in your wisdom you see fit to make it."

Success crowned this last appeal, for on August 29,1905,
there came to the Japanese envoys a message from Tokio,
which Baron Kaneko forwarded to the President: